@ongress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515
November 29, 2017

The Honorable Mick Mulvaney
Director

Office of Management and Budget
725 17M St, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Mulvaney,

We write to express our strong support for efforts to improve inland navigation infrastructure and
ecosystem restoration. As you finalize the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2019 budget request, we
respectfully request that you include $10 million to continue preconstruction engineering and design
(PED) for the Navigation and Ecosystem Restoration Program (NESP). Further, we request that this
amount also be included in the Army Corps of Engineers’ (the Corps) 2018 Work Plan.

Congress recognized the importance of the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers in the Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) of 1986 by designating it as nationally significant ecosystem and a nationally
significant commercial navigation system. In 2007, Congress authorized NESP, which integrates the
needs of both navigation infrastructure improvement and ecosystem restoration into a single, dual-
purposed program. It is imperative that funding for NESP be included in the Administration’s Fiscal Year
2019 budget and the Corps” 2018 Work Plan so that implementation of this crucial program, aimed at
creating a sustainable Upper Mississippi River System (UMRS), can continue.

Our nation’s inland navigation system provides a key strategic advantage to our nation’s agriculture and
manufacturing sectors. Unfortunately, the reliability of these locks and dams—constructed in the 1930s—
will continue to decrease. Shippers have legitimate concerns about increases in planned and emergency
lock outages due to the age and status of this infrastructure. With 60 percent of our nation’s grain exports
traveling on the UMRS, we cannot afford to let this situation worsen. NESP provides the opportunity to
address these reliability issues and protect this infrastructure from catastrophic failure.

NESP will also ensure the UMRS ecosystem thrives for future generations. As a dual-purposed program,
NESP will provide comparable investment in restoration measures that are critical for fish and wildlife
along the entire Mississippi River. This will include efforts to reconnect floodplain habitat, reconnect side
channels and backwaters, and rebuild lost island and shoreline habitat that compliment commercial
navigation.

NESP positively impacts multiple states, has the support of industry, labor, and environmental interests,
and enjoys wide bipartisan support. Funding NESP will result in both immediate and long term benefits to
our communities, the UMRS, and our nation. We therefore urge you to include $10 million in the
President’s Fiscal Year 2019 budget and in the Corps’ 2018 Work Plan to ensure this project moves
forward.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.
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Rick Nolan
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Jt4g
John Shimkus

Member of &on?

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

V Wm. Lacy lay,
Member of Co

i

Rod Blum
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Member of Congress
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Betty McCollum
Member of Congress
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