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LOCKS AGE UNGRACEFULLY

1he Awericai systenr of ports and waterways, the greatest commerce and transportation network

inn the world, could fall victim to lack of funding for moderiization, maintenance aid necessary

infrastructure improvements. As a result, U.S. competitiveness could be evoded aind ultimately

U.S. consumers will pay the price.
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totaling 157430 hours or 6,560 davs. Quene delavs

at congested ornunavailable focks cosr indnsory and
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Many locks anrendy i use are oo simall for today’s
/77’6’4/\’(/()7,(/7’15. Farger rows. They are susceprible ro closures aid long
delays for repairs and are nnable o deal effecrively
witlh lines and waie dimes ehae resule from their
obsolescence. On the Upper Mississippi River, for
instance, almost all Tock climmbers are 600 feet in
length. Hlowever. dhe average lengdr of o modern
o (15 barees pushed by a towboar) is 1,200 feet.
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to the nations econoniic well-being.
Waterways Council, Inc.

is the national public policy organization
WATERWAYS advocating a modern and well-maintained

COUNCIL, INC. national system of ports and inland waterways.




ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF
INFRASTRUCTURE INATTENTION
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critical role in onr naton’s ccononye nmoving hndreds
of mitlions of tons of domestic commerce. O inknd
waterways facilivae asignificne portion of the $951
bitlion worth of impors and exports 1o and from
the United Setes cach vear. the nansporaation cost
SUVITNES alone have been estinmated vo exceed $7 bitlion
annually compared o the cost of shipping this tvpe of

tonnage by altemative modes.

LLS. porscwhich handle 959 of the vohume of
OVErSUls iln'ci;_;n tradec must contimie to modernize
in order 1o mainain clicient operations and o
handle the projected growth in trade. Key navigaional
channels nse be deepened to accommodae newer,
Larger vessels. The ULS. Aviny Corps of Engineers
must be given adeguate resonrees o deepen ports
and contimie w properly mainin these vital

cateways for domestic and imternavional trade.

lailure of niiter eates. shown hered disrupts navication

Jor extended periods.
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FUNDS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
ARE LIMITED

‘The .sln‘pllls that had been g«llllcl'illg in the Infand
Waterways Trust Fand = from $200 mithion 1o $400
mittion from 1992 1o 2002 — has been spent down.
Crirrent tax reventies phus inrerese are nmaning abon
$85 - $90 mithon per vear. Obligations for FY 2006
FY 2008 were abone $200 million per year more
than double the tevel i the 19905 1 2009,
TCVCITIeS aie ('X]Mt(ﬁlc(l 10 be kf(]llill tey L:,\]M'm]illll'c.\'
and beginning in 2010 st hiad revenies are
expected to be insitthicient to find the ongoing

CONSLITICEION Progrtin.

Waterborne transportiion is gencrally o of sight,

o of mind. Bue the inband waterways transportation

system binds s together inehis coomury and atlows ns

to o on lighis, cat o cereal i the moming and
drive ovr cars to worke Te deserves onre support and

Ol CONMIITNCITE TO 1MITREe, 1ot I]Cglk'kl.

(703) 373-2261 | www.waterwayscouncil.org
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