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NATIONAL RIVERSHALL OF FAME HONORS GARY P. LAGRANGE WITH
NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The Nationa Rivers Hall of Fame today announced Gary P. LaGrange as the 2005 recipient of its National
Achievement Award. Mr. LaGrange' s award will be presented in a special tribute as a part of the Waterways
Council, Inc’s Fall Symposium and Annua Meeting in Chicago on October 4.

Mr. LaGrange is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Port of New Orleans, LA. Hislife-long
commitment to the maritime industry and inland waterways system is reflected in the numerous |eadership
positions he has held at state, regiona and national levels. In his present position as President and Chief
Executive Officer of the Port of New Orleans, and in previous Port related positions, Mr. LaGrange has
promoted our Nation’s inland waterways system as an economic generator, attracting private sector investment
and creating family wage job for all Americans. Now with the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina, his
time and energy is focused on making the Port of New Orleans fully operational for the health of national

shipping and as well as the importance to the regional economy.

“Mr. LaGrange was selected for this award before hurricane Katrina,” said National Rivers Hall of Fame
Executive Director Jerry Enzler, “but his efforts since Katrina to restore this valuable port to our national
transportation system only highlights the important role that he has played and continues to play in American

riverways.”
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“There is no one more deserving of this Achievement Award than Gary LaGrange,” said R. Barry Palmer,
President and CEO of Waterways Council, Inc. “Gary has provided exemplary service and leadership to
maritime economic development over his distinguished career, and Waterways Council, Inc. could not be more
proud to help honor him, and to call him our member and our friend,” he continued. Mr. LaGrange is currently
Chairman of the Board of the American Association of Port Authorities and a member of the Board of Directors

of Waterways Council, Inc.

Mr. LaGrange previously served as the Director of the Port at Gulfport, Mississippi, where he was effective in
not only promoting port business but also the cruise industry. Prior to that, Mr. LaGrange was head of the Ports
of South Louisiana, which nearly rivals the Port of New Orleansin total shipment of grain and other

commodities.

Mr. LaGrange holds a B.A. from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and a M.A. from the University of

South Louisiana. He has two adult children. He is active in anumber of waterways advocacy groups.

The National Achievement Award is the highest honor bestowed on an individua by the National Rivers Hall
of Fame - it recognizes the men and women who during their life time make significant contributions to the
history of the inland waters of America. Members of the National Rivers Hall of Fame can make nominations

for the achievement award.

The National RiversHall of Fame islocated at the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium in
Dubuque, lowa. The Hall of Fame celebrates the explorers, builders and inventors, river people, artists, writers
and musicians in American river history. The combined Museum of the Mississippi River and the National
Rivers Hall of Fame recently completed a $50 million expansion. Initsfirst 26 months since its expansion over
600,000 visitors have seen the new exhibits which feature five larger aquariums, atowboat pilot house
simulation, five theaters — including a barge theater, an outdoor wetland, a National Landmark dredgeboat, four
towboats, two flowing stream tables, severa historical exhibits, and live animal programs. The Captain William
Bowell River Library is quickly becoming one of the most significant repositories of books, photographs and
archives for our national waterways.

Waterways Council, Inc. isthe national public policy organization advocating a modern and well-maintained
national system of ports and inland waterways. The group is supported by more than 250 waterways carriers,
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shippers, port authorities, shipping associations and waterways advocacy groups from all regions of the
country.

For more information, to nominate someone for induction or achievement award, or to donate to the museum
collections or the Capt. William Bowell River Library, please call 563-557-9545, write us at 350 E. Third St.,

Dubuque, 1A 52001 or email us at info@rivermuseum.com.

For more information on Waterways Council, Inc., visit www.waterwayscouncil.org.
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