JOSEPH BOMNEY

A story
to tell

ne river barge can carry

as much as 70 trucks, but

inlard towring probably

commands one-seven-
tieth as much public attemtion as
trudking.

The somparative anomymity is
understandable, given the unglam-
aroe oargoes that barges tend to
carry, the fact that much watersay
commmerce is gondudted out of public
view, mnd the industry’s size. "We'lrs
probably o $10billion to 315 billion
business, about the size of one rail-
road or one major airline,” says Peter
Stephaich, chairman of Campteil
Transportation Co. in Pitsburgh.

Inland towing’s low profile
wouldn't matter, exoept fior its efTect
on legislation and regulation. Ot of
sight, cut of mind generally doeant
equate to good results in Washivgt on.

That's ome reason for a current
imitiative by the Mational Waterways
Foundation, an organization that
was established in 1978 with indus
try backing and revived a few years
ago after along period of dormaney.
Matt Woodruff, an W'WF board
member and director of government
relations for Kirby Corp., mid the
foundation’s missi on is “to get good,
solid data and take it to the public
and to deaision-malkers.”

Step Cme is a new study by the
Texas Transportation Instituts’s
Cemter for Ports and Waterways at
Temas Adthd. The study, funded by
the MWF and the Maritime Admin-
istration, compares the sconomio,
envirommental, safety and scoietal
impacts of river barges with high-
way and rail transportation.
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To give a real-world example,
the study examined what would
happen if a waterway closure at St.
Louis foroed all carge now shipped
through the area to move by trok.
The findings: Such a disruption
would cause truck traffic and high-
way oosts to double, traffic delays to
quintuple, and maintenance costs,
injuries and fatalities to rise.

The study updates prewicusly
quitesd statistios — generated so
long age that the sourcing had got-
ten fuzzy — to show that barges
can move one ton of cargo 576 miles
on o gallon of Fuel, compared with
413 miles for a railoar and 155 for o
truck.

“This is the first of what we hape
will be many mach studies, all of
which we hope will be similar high-
quality, peer-reviewed, substantial
research that will sand up to soru-
tiny,” Woodruff mid.

The HWWF doesn't plan for the
new study to gather dust on a shelf.
The forundation has distilled some of
the report’s information into a
‘brochure, made it available on
its Wb site, wownations lovater
waysfoundation.org. and is prepar-
ing a speakers’ bureau package of
visuals, bullet points and back-
ground for use in presentations to
gemeral audiences.

“We think we have a good stary
to tell as an industry.” Stephanich
says. “Wehave a good story from
the perspeative of capaaity, fuel
egomiomy, the enviromment and
sustaimability. And we're the anly
transportation mods with spars
sapacity.”
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