
United States Congressman Hal Rogers 
(KY-05) was honored with the Tenth An-
nual Waterways Council, Inc. Leadership 

Service Award on Feb. 16 in Washington, DC.
“I am humbled and honored to be recognized 

by the Waterways Council,” stated Rogers. “The 
importance of our ports and our inland water-
way system to our economic security cannot be 
understated, particularly in opening up access to 
the global marketplace. It has been my privilege 
to work with WCI and its membership over the 
years to help ensure our system is well-main-
tained and well-equipped to efficiently ship goods 
domestically and transport American products 
internationally. I look forward to continued col-
laboration on our shared goal – the development 
of an efficient, safe and environmentally-sound 
‘water highway’ that maintains American com-
petitiveness and job-creation.”

Serving Kentucky’s 5th Congressional District 
since 1981, Rogers is currently in his 16th term 
representing southern and eastern Kentucky 
and is the longest serving Kentucky Republican 
ever elected to federal office. Throughout Rogers’ 
27-year tenure on the Appropriations Committee, 

(Above) Congressman Hal Rogers (R-KY), Chairman of the House Appro-
priations Committee (center), was presented Waterways Council’s 10th 
Annual Leadership Service Award by WCI President and CEO Cornel Martin 
(left) and WCI Chairman of the Board Rick Calhoun (right) for his work 
championing ports and waterways issues.

(Below) Congressman Rogers pledged to the WCI contingent to work hard 
to ensure that America’s waterways remain an affordable, viable shipping 
and transportation option.
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he has served on eight different subcom-
mittees, including leadership roles as 
Chairman or Ranking Member of three. 
Throughout his tenure in Congress, Rogers 
has been a strong supporter of our inland 
waterways.

“We are so pleased to have the op-
portunity to show our appreciation for the 
outstanding leadership of Congressman 
Rogers and to thank him for his commit-
ment and service to America’s critical 
waterway infrastructure,” said Cornel 
Martin, President/CEO of Waterways 
Council, Inc. “Waterways Council, Inc.’s 
Leadership Service Award recognizes 
champions of our nation’s waterways and 
port system, and Rep. Rogers certainly 
deserves that recognition.”

Congressman Rogers has high hopes 
for the future, but stressed patience. 

“I don’t have to tell you that this is a 
historic time,” he said. “On the House 
Floor, we’re in the midst of a heated and 
historic debate about the financial trajec-
tory of our country.

“We heard a cry from the electorate in 
November that it’s time to rein in gov-
ernment, cut back federal spending and 
bureaucratic overreach, and eliminate 
unnecessary obstacles to job-creation. We 
need to get cracking on reducing our $1.5 
trillion deficit and creating certainty in our 
economy.

“This bill acknowledges the vital 
importance of our country’s water and sur-
face infrastructure to economic develop-
ment and job creation.”

Rogers emphasized his support of 
America’s inland ports and waterways.

“Rivers are America’s original high-
ways, and we’ve got nearly 950 miles of 
river in Kentucky alone, along with 19 
navigation locks and dams. It therefore 
stands to reason that I have always been 
proud to partner with you all to ensure 
that our inland waterways system is well-
maintained and well-equipped to efficient-
ly ship goods domestically and transport 
American products internationally.

“With instability in the oil market and 
gas prices, our waterways are becoming 
increasingly important for commerce. 
You all transported nearly 1 billion tons of 
commodities in 2008 – 60% of our grain, 
a quarter of our petroleum and 20% of the 
coal we use to fire our power plants.

“100 million of these coal tons went 
through my state of Kentucky, worth $10 
billion. And there is no question barge 

transportation is safe, cost-efficient and 
environmentally-friendly. I’m told a typi-
cal barge keeps more than 1,000 tractor-
trailers off our already congested highway 
system, and that its carbon footprint is 
miniscule when compared with rail and 
vehicular transport.”

Rogers then touched on inadequate 
infrastructure. 

“You know and I know that our infra-
structure is aging, and it’s starting to catch 
up with us. More than half of our country’s 
240 locks are at least 50 years old, and in 
dire need of repair. We’ve got some diffi-
cult decisions to make regarding the future 
of the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, 

which you all have supported through a 
fuel tax since the 1980s.

“It’s not often we see collaboration like 
we’ve seen with the Inland Waterways Us-
ers Board, and I applaud your willingness 
to work together with the Army Corps of 
Engineers towards a solution to ensure the 
long-term viability of our waterway infra-
structure. I can’t remember the last time 
someone came to me, and said, ‘Please, 
raise my taxes.’ But that’s exactly what 
you’re doing – and that is an embodiment 
of the spirit of shared sacrifice I mentioned 
earlier. I will work hard to ensure that our 
waterways remain an affordable, viable 
option for your industry.” IP


