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“To address these concerns, the administration supports enactment of a new user 
financing structure for the inland waterways to supplement the existing diesel-fuel tax,” 
she said. 
 
Shippers have pushed for an increase in the fuel tax to as much as 29 cents a gallon, 
Steenhoek said. A fuel tax spreads costs among all waterways users and doesn’t place 
an additional burden on some segments, Steenhoek said. 
 
About 12,000 miles of rivers weave through the U.S. heartland, carrying almost $70 
billion in goods annually, according to the Waterways Council. About 20,500 barges 
operate on the Mississippi River and connecting waterways including the Ohio, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, according to a 2010 report by 
Informa Economics Inc., a Memphis, Tennessee-based research firm. 
 
For Related News and Information: 
Congress and transportation: TNI CNG TRN BN <GO> 
Today’s top transportation news: TRNT <GO> 
 
--With assistance from Roger Runningen in Washington. Editors: 
Bernard Kohn, Andrea Snyder 
 
To contact the reporter on this story: 
Carol Wolf in Washington at +1-202-624-1868 or 
cwolf@bloomberg.net 
 


