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well as a result of stimulus funding -- receiving about $110 million for navigation 

projects, including $84 million for the Lower Mon project alone. 

 

Without that infusion of funds, the Lower Mon work might have closed down by now. But 

how much does it get going forward? In President Barack Obama's 2011 budget, just $2 

million is put aside for it -- a figure picked up by both the House and Senate. The feast 

is over, the famine begins. 

 

If luck runs out and barge traffic is blocked by lock and dam failure, how would this 

affect a company like Consol Energy, which annually moves 24 million tons of coal in 

barges on the Upper Ohio, Monongahela and Allegheny rivers to 10 power plants 

around the region? According to James G. Grech, a senior vice president for marketing, 

the substitute for 90,000 barge lockages would be about 960,000 trucks. 

 

The proverbial nails to hold the system together do not come cheaply -- a concern at a 

time of towering national deficits. But the industry itself is offering part of the solution, 

remarkably, to the extent of accepting increased taxes on itself. 

 

Barge industry representatives and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers met and worked 

out a capital development plan that includes prioritizing the completion of projects 

across the entire system and increasing by 30 percent to 45 percent the existing fuel tax 

of 20 cents-a-gallon paid by the barge and towing industry. That wouldn't pay all the 

cost, but it would be a great start. 

 

Waterways Council Inc., which represents a broad coalition of stakeholders, hopes that 

the capital development plan can be included in the likely legislative vehicle, the Water 

Resource Development Act 2010 (HR 5892). 

 

Congress must recognize that this industry, which is greener than road or rail, needs 

urgent help with a crumbling infrastructure and that in the long-term committing funds 

wisely is a better policy for the nation's future prosperity than miserly neglect. Without 

that, there's no knowing what crisis may follow for the want of political will. 

 


