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n Adding 6 to 9 cents on top of the 20-cent-per-gallon fuel tax commercial waterway users 
pay. The increase would generate an estimated $110 million per year to pay construction 
costs. This would add to the money going into the Inland Waterways Trust Fund. 

n Asking for more money from Congress (about $270 million total) to ensure more steady 
funding for projects. 

The Inland Waterways User Board approved the findings and won backing from 20 U.S. 
senators and 200 companies and agricultural organizations. 

Little said Sen. Mitch McConnell, Senate Republican leader, supports the initiative, and the 
council is waiting to hear from Sen.-elect Rand Paul. 

President Barack Obama’s administration hasn’t responded to the report, Martin said. 

“It’s puzzling to us that the administration wouldn’t endorse something like this,” said Debra 
Colbert, Waterways spokeswoman. 

Colbert said money to improve river transportation should be an easy sell since it is safer, 
more energy efficient and more environmentally friendly than rail and truck transportation. 

Perhaps as important as securing steady financing is educating a new Congress and nation 
at large at how pivotal river transportation will be to competing in global trade, said Richard 
Calhoun, president of Cargo Carriers, a shipper in Minneapolis and chairman of Waterways. 

“Unless we face the (river industry’s) infrastructure in the country,” Calhoun said, “we’re 
going to have a very hard time competing on the global stage.” 

 
Contact Adam Shull, a Paducah Sun staff writer, at 270-575-8653. 

 


