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Some environmental groups, including Audubon and the Nature Conservancy, support 
the Corps' plan, which includes rebuilding Mississippi wetlands and wildlife habitat. But 
the Izaak Walton League and other groups say the plan shifts too much of the cost to 
taxpayers rather than the barge industry. The Corps of Engineers - funded with federal 
tax dollars - pays for roughly 90 percent of river navigation maintenance costs, but the 
cost of lock-and-dam construction projects is split 50-50 between the industry and the 
Corps. 
 
Barges are not the only beneficiaries of river infrastructure, however: Mississippi dams 
create economic-development opportunities, hydroelectric power generation and 
recreational boating, which benefit adjoining cities and states. Still, the barge industry 
should pay a fair share of the cost of building and maintaining this system. It's not yet 
clear what the right amount should be, but in principle Congress should not subsidize 
one mode of transportation more heavily than its competitors - namely truck and rail. 
 
Whatever the proper balance, Congress should find it and give the Corps of Engineers 
sufficient money to move ahead with rebuilding the Upper Mississippi locks and dams, 
and dredging to the south. The economies of the Midwest, and the nation, depend on it. 
 
 


