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6. Energy efficiency: Barges can move one ton of cargo 576 miles on one gallon of fuel -- more the 100 
miles more than rail transport and 400 miles more than truck transport.  

7. Multi-beneficiaries: The inland waterways system benefits many, including those who use it for 
recreation, municipal and industrial water supply, hydropower and flood control. Many communities along 
our inland waterways benefit from economic development opportunities, and private property owners 
enjoy higher property values because of the steady pools of water created by locks and dams on our 
inland waterways.  

8. Community connections: The inland waterways system includes 12,000 miles of commercially 
navigable channels and around 240 lock sites. America’s inland marine highways move commerce to and 
from 38 states throughout the nation’s heartland and Pacific Northwest, serve industrial and agricultural 
centers and facilitate imports and exports at gateway ports on the Gulf Coast.  

9. Safety in numbers: Inland waterways transport has a low injury and fatality record compared to rail or 
truck. Safety-related statistics for all modes of freight transportation show one injury in the inland marine 
sector for every 125.2 in the rail sector and 2,171.5 in the highway sector, and one fatality in the inland 
marine sector for every 22.7 in rail and 155 in highway. 

10. Excess capacity: Our nation’s navigable waterways system has an abundance of unused capacity, 
unlike the truck or rail industries. With statistics calling for a doubling of exports over the next decade, 
how can we move the products to feed the world’s inhabitants most efficiently and with fewer societal 
impacts? Via the waterways!  

Cornel Martin is president and president of Waterways Council in Arlington, Va. Contact him via e-mail at 
cmartin@vesselalliance.com. 

 


